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to embody Liberal principles in their policies. ... In the
great majority of constituencies, the Liberal Party can best
serve Liberalism by leaving, or helping, its supporters to
judge for themselves which of the two larger parties can"
do most to put the Liberal spirit into practice.
But this would not satisfy the Liberal Party member. He
would claim that there is still a vital role for an independent
Liberal Party to play in the future.
Liberals believe that "Liberalism does not offer a middle
way between Toryism and Socialism, but a distinctive, posi-
tive way of its own, which is opposite to both/'17 The aim of
the Liberal Party is "to build a Liberal Commonwealth, in
which every citizen shall possess liberty, property and secu-
rity, and none shall be enslaved by poverty, ignorance or un-
employment.'* 18
Most Liberals trace the origin of their Party back to the
Gvil War and the Glorious Revolution. The Whigs10
claimed to differ from the Tories in regarding Constitution,
Crown and Church as means to an end rather than ends in
themselves. If an institution were failing to fulfil the purpose
for which it was created, the Whig would have little hesita-
tion in abolishing the institution: the Tory would be more
likely to retain the institution and alter the purpose. "They
differed mainly in this," wrote Henry Hallam, "that to a tory
the constitution . . . was an ultimate point, beyond which he
never looked, and from which he thought it altogether impos-
sible to swerve; whereas a whig deemed all forms of govem-
" The **Liberal Pledge,*' adopted at a special meeting of the Liberal
Assembly, May, 1946.
** Preamble to the Constitution of the Liberal Party, adopted June,
1936.
19 The word Whig was not applied to the puritan party until 1679.
Whig originality meant a country bumpkin. Thus John Gwynne wrote
in 1655: u. . . most of them were no souldiers, but countrey bumpkins,
there called Whigs." Later the word Whig was applied to cattle and
horse thieves, then to Scottish Presbyterians, finally to the successors of
the parliamentary party during the Civil War.